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SEA circular

Solving Plastic Pollution at Source
 
SEA circular is an initiative of the UN Environment Program and the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East

Asia (COBSEA) to inspire market-based solutions and encourage enabling policies to prevent marine
plastic pollution and less plastic wasted in South-East Asia
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Key Highlights

SAVE THE DATE: SEA of Solutions 2022  
Achieving a Circular Plastics Economy through Human Rights Based Approach
(HRBA) and Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
Plastic Credits: Understanding the Risks and Opportunities in Addressing
Plastic Pollution
Realizing the Right to a Healthy Environment through Responsible Business
Conduct in the plastic value chain
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SEA circular Project Featured at the 7th International Marine Debris Conference
COBSEA Countries Come Together to Strengthen Regional Coordination for
Tackling Marine Pollution
Cambodia Learns from Viet Nam's Extended Producer Responsibility Initiatives

 

Regional Dialogue Series by SEA circular

Achieving a Circular Plastics Economy

through Human Rights Based Approach

(HRBA) and Extended Producer

Responsibility (EPR)

In this dialogue, experts on HRBA and EPR
discussed about the United Nations Guiding
Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs),
recognized that businesses have a duty to uphold
human rights, the significance of right to clean,
healthy and sustainable environment, the
importance of the plastic life span circular model,
EPR approaches and practices that have been
operationalized thus far in different countries, gaps
that needed to be addressed to enhance EPR
practices in businesses, catalysts that help
strengthen partnerships amongst key stakeholders
to adopt EPR, challenges to overcome, and
the capacity issues to address. 
Learn more...

Plastic Credits: Understanding the Risks

and Opportunities in addressing plastic

Pollution

In this dialogue, researchers, experts and
professionals of circular economy and plastic
credits addressed that the mandatory measures in
place to promote comprehensive plastic waste
management should be distinguished from the
voluntary mechanism of plastic credits, and it might
generate employment prospects at the local level.
Experts emphasized that the plastic industry needs
to accept Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).
The panelists also highlighted that the plastic
credits will eventually find a place as a voluntary
tool for businesses that choose to focus more on a
human rights-based approach. Thus, the
government should develop a uniform standard for
how policy makers declare footprint and how
stakeholders calculate credits to account for social
implications. 
Learn more..

 

SEA circular Project Featured at
the 7th International Marine Debris Conference  

18-23 September 2022 
Hybrid Format

http://track.mdrctr.com/track/link/key/100164-109-1406-1-4500-3457/signature/5162f0a55f541c183cafedb59bd96231/contactInfo/Y29uSWQ9NDUwMH5%2BZW1haWw9ZGhhbnVzaGthQDkyNXNpbHZlcmpld2VscnkuY29tfn5lbXBJZD0xMDAxNjR%2Bfm1vdmlsPS1%2BfnN1YklkPTEwOX5%2BZW52SWQ9MTF%2Bfmxpc3RJZD0xfn5zbmFwSWQ9MzQ1N35%2BbWRQYXJ0cz0xfn5tZERDU3ViamVjdD1%2Bfm1kRW1haWxNRDU9MDY2ZWJmZDM5MGNiMDczMTI5YWJjNGY5ZmMzMmIyY2V%2Bfm1kRW1haWxTSEEyNTY9NTY4Y2E4OTU5NGE1OTNhN2ZmOWM1ZjNhYTE4NDM0YjZhMDVjNDBlMmFmZTE1YzMxYWZiM2M5ZTUyZjk0ZjE3YX5%2BcmVnaXN0ZXJEYXRlPTIwMjItMDgtMDkgMTE6NDQ6Mjd%2Bfm1kRGVsaXZlcnlEYXRlPTIwMjItMTAtMjQgMDc6MjI6MDB%2BfmNvbl9tZDU9MDk3Y2NiYThmNjM4YTBkOTQ3M2E0YmU3NTVjNzU1NGI%3D/userid/066ebfd390cb073129abc4f9fc32b2ce
http://track.mdrctr.com/track/link/key/100164-109-1407-1-4500-3457/signature/5162f0a55f541c183cafedb59bd96231/contactInfo/Y29uSWQ9NDUwMH5%2BZW1haWw9ZGhhbnVzaGthQDkyNXNpbHZlcmpld2VscnkuY29tfn5lbXBJZD0xMDAxNjR%2Bfm1vdmlsPS1%2BfnN1YklkPTEwOX5%2BZW52SWQ9MTF%2Bfmxpc3RJZD0xfn5zbmFwSWQ9MzQ1N35%2BbWRQYXJ0cz0xfn5tZERDU3ViamVjdD1%2Bfm1kRW1haWxNRDU9MDY2ZWJmZDM5MGNiMDczMTI5YWJjNGY5ZmMzMmIyY2V%2Bfm1kRW1haWxTSEEyNTY9NTY4Y2E4OTU5NGE1OTNhN2ZmOWM1ZjNhYTE4NDM0YjZhMDVjNDBlMmFmZTE1YzMxYWZiM2M5ZTUyZjk0ZjE3YX5%2BcmVnaXN0ZXJEYXRlPTIwMjItMDgtMDkgMTE6NDQ6Mjd%2Bfm1kRGVsaXZlcnlEYXRlPTIwMjItMTAtMjQgMDc6MjI6MDB%2BfmNvbl9tZDU9MDk3Y2NiYThmNjM4YTBkOTQ3M2E0YmU3NTVjNzU1NGI%3D/userid/066ebfd390cb073129abc4f9fc32b2ce
http://track.mdrctr.com/track/link/key/100164-109-1408-1-4500-3457/signature/5162f0a55f541c183cafedb59bd96231/contactInfo/Y29uSWQ9NDUwMH5%2BZW1haWw9ZGhhbnVzaGthQDkyNXNpbHZlcmpld2VscnkuY29tfn5lbXBJZD0xMDAxNjR%2Bfm1vdmlsPS1%2BfnN1YklkPTEwOX5%2BZW52SWQ9MTF%2Bfmxpc3RJZD0xfn5zbmFwSWQ9MzQ1N35%2BbWRQYXJ0cz0xfn5tZERDU3ViamVjdD1%2Bfm1kRW1haWxNRDU9MDY2ZWJmZDM5MGNiMDczMTI5YWJjNGY5ZmMzMmIyY2V%2Bfm1kRW1haWxTSEEyNTY9NTY4Y2E4OTU5NGE1OTNhN2ZmOWM1ZjNhYTE4NDM0YjZhMDVjNDBlMmFmZTE1YzMxYWZiM2M5ZTUyZjk0ZjE3YX5%2BcmVnaXN0ZXJEYXRlPTIwMjItMDgtMDkgMTE6NDQ6Mjd%2Bfm1kRGVsaXZlcnlEYXRlPTIwMjItMTAtMjQgMDc6MjI6MDB%2BfmNvbl9tZDU9MDk3Y2NiYThmNjM4YTBkOTQ3M2E0YmU3NTVjNzU1NGI%3D/userid/066ebfd390cb073129abc4f9fc32b2ce


SEA circular project organised a technical session at
the 7th International Marine Debris Conference
under track 4 – Education, Awareness and
Communication. This session aimed to share
trends, learnings, benefits and the successes in
addressing plastic pollution crisis through products
of different initiatives within and outside of SEA
circular project, and to orient the audience on the
importance and impact of coordinated
communication around both problems and solutions
in areas related to plastic pollution. Through
knowledge sharing, participants gained insights on
the multipronged nature of the plastic pollution
challenge that needs multifaceted solutions with
awareness and communication at the center of it. It
is believed that the learnings from the
communication, knowledge sharing and research
initiatives will inspire others to develop meaningful
interventions and partnerships contributing to
reduction in plastic pollution. 

SEA circular project organised another technical
session at the 7th International Marine Debris
Conference under track 7 – Economics,
Financing & Private Sector
Engagement. This session aimed to share
learnings, knowledge and the successes in
addressing the plastic pollution crisis through
initiatives involving private sector engagement and
market-based solutions in South-East Asia. The
speakers showcased how various projects through
SEA circular encouraged collaboration between the
private sector, producer responsibility organizations
and government agencies to support the
enablement of Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) with the right policies towards private sector
meeting their EPR responsibilities. It also
highlighted the evolving business solutions that can
play a role in achieving circularity, their potential
risks, and opportunities.
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The SEA circular project arranged a session on Plastic Circularity through Responsible Business
Conduct: Realizing the Right to a Healthy Environment in the United Nations Responsible Business and
Human Rights Forum, Asia-Pacific.The session aimed to provide a glimpse into the HRBA training material
produced through the collaboration of the SEA circular Project with Dalhousie University, and to obtain
perspectives from OECD, ILO, UNDP, the private sector (represented by a speaker from a relevant Business
Membership Organization) and the informal waste sector on how the topics of responsible business conduct,
EPR and rights are connected and how a rights based approach can deliver a healthy environment to all
stakeholders, including to those that are most vulnerable.

 

 

COBSEA Countries Come Together to

Strengthen Regional Coordination for

Tackling Marine Pollution

The resumed 25th Intergovernmental Meeting (IGM
25) of the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East
Asia (COBSEA) accelerated regional knowledge
sharing and networking on marine litter by
establishing the East Asian Seas Regional Node of
the Global Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML) at
COBSEA. The Regional Node web platform will be
launched in the coming weeks, providing access to
policies, guidelines, a map of good practices, a
Regional Research Database and Network, a
network of experts, and a learning centre, which
is linked to the Global Digital Platform of the GPML.

Cambodia Learns from Viet Nam's

Extended Producer Responsibility and

Circular Economy Initiatives

UNDP Vietnam and Cambodia jointly
through SEA circular project organised a study tour
in Viet Nam from 27 Sep - 2 Oct 2022 to
understand Viet Nam’s experiences in Circular
Economy, Exended Producer Responsibility and
plastic recycling as well as to discuss future
opportunities for regional cooperation between the
two countries. The Cambodia delegation team
consisted of representatives from Ministry of
Environment, Ministry of Economy and Finance,
Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology and
Innovation, UNDP, while the team has interacted
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with Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment (MONRE) - Viet Nam, private sector,
and UNDP Vietnam. 

 

About SEA circular Project
The SEA circular project – Reducing marine litter by addressing the management of the plastic value chain in
Southeast Asia is implemented by the UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific and the Coordinating
Body on the Seas of East Asia (COBSEA), with funding support from the Government of Sweden. SEA
circular aims to reduce and prevent plastic pollution and its impact by working with governments, businesses,
civil society, academia, and international partners. The initiative promotes market-based solutions and
enabling policies to transform plastic value-chain management, strengthens the science base for informed
decision making, creates outreach and awareness. The project leverages COBSEA's regional mechanism to
tackle the transboundary challenge of marine litter in a harmonized manner.

 
Contact Us

Website: www.sea-circular.org 
Email:  sea-circular@un.org

Subscribe to our newsletter for regular updates.
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