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The	proportion	of	litter	items	in	different	size	classes	
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Human Population 
densities in the 
Southeast Asian region 
(inset: Coral Reef 
diversity) 

“Larger	amount	of	debris	
is	associated	with	larger	
population	centres”	
	(Ryan	2013)	
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Plastic debris nomenclature based on size 
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INTERNATIONAL	COLLABORATION	ON	MARINE	LITTER	



Dr. Shige Takada (Japan) 

Marine plastics and microplastics: Threat to marine ecosystem 

“Advancing	Ocean	Knowledge，Fostering	
Sustainable	Development:	

from	the	Indo-Pacific	to	the	Globe”	



WESTPAC Microplastic Research Programme 

Major activities in the inception phase 
IV. Pilot sites selection in beaches 
 
V. Establishment of open-ended Working 
Groups (WGs) 

Two Working Groups:  
 
i.  Microplastics in Surface Water 

WG: 
ii.  Microplastics in Marine Organism 

WG: 



Sources of marine MP & the various physical, chemical & 
biological processes affecting MP in the marine environment 

(Source:	Leslie	H.A.,	et	al.	(2013)	Microplastic	survey	of	the	Dutch	environment.	Novel	data	set	of	microplastics	in	North	Sea	sediments,	
treated	wastewater	effluents	and	marine	biots.	Amsterdam,	The	Netherlands:	IVM	Institute	for	Environmental	Studies,	Final	report	
R-13/11)	
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